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To Whom It May Concern,        February 18, 2022 
 
 
I am writing in regard to the Governor's current budget adjustment noted above and the crucial need 
for increased funding for Connecticut’s five Independent Living Centers.  They provide, and have 
provided an extremely valuable, cost free resource for persons with all types of disabilities.  I am able 
to speak from a personal perspective, and I hope this funding will be increased by $1 million annually. 
 
I am quadriplegic, paralyzed the shoulders down, and have held full-time gainful employment since 
1986. My first job was at The Center for Independent Living, now in Stratford Connecticut, where I 
was given the chance to work, when no other offers came my way. Since that time I have gone on to 
become a public high school teacher and currently hold that job position. 
 
I can say without a doubt, the confidence and training I received with the Center for Independent 
Living were invaluable for me, as well as so many others I have seen work with different Centers for 
Independent Living across the State.  Their advocacy, mentoring, information and referral are unique 
and necessary components for any person with a disability in the State of Connecticut. I have 
continued to use their services for over thirty plus years, and have referred countless people with 
disabilities to different Centers. 
 
Currently, Connecticut’s Independent Living Centers (ILCs) are functioning with less than $67,000 per 
year, than they were in 2015! This has forced the ILCs to cut back on the towns they serve, laid-off 
staff, reduced salaries and instituted waiting lists. In funding comparison with our neighboring states: 
New York ILCs are state funded at $335,000 each and in Massachusetts, $645,000 each; CT ILCs, at 
$92,000 per year1.  Also, according to the CDC, one in five individuals in the state of Connecticut 
have been identified as living with disabilities. 
 
ILCs provide both unique and everyday services to people, and their families, with any type of 
disability, for no charge. Other than the services I received, the job training, advocacy, mentoring, 
information referral, the ILCs provide assistance with benefits, assistive technology (a necessity in 
2022), recreation, and helping people transition from skilled nursing facilities to independent living. 
 
I urge you to increase the funding of Connecticut ILCs to $1 million annually, particularly with 
Connecticut’s projected operating surplus of over $1 billion2, and the needs of our residents with 
disabilities. 
. 
 

 
1 Interview with Eileen Healy, Executive Director Independence Northwest, February 18, 2022 
2 https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2022/02-2022/Governor-Lamont-Proposes-336-Million-in-Tax-

Cuts-for-Connecticut-Residents 



 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Thomas J. Wade 


